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Tips for helping your child to improve their writing – and enjoy it! 

1 Read up! 

Regular reading is a stepping stone to better writing and helps children strengthen 
their writing skills. It helps expand children’s vocabulary and shows them different 
ways of using words. This also makes it easier for them to use these words in their 
own writing. 

2 Invest time 

Make sure your child knows you’re available to help with editing, spelling or 
proofreading whenever they need it. 

3 Use specific praise – and critique 

Show lots of interest in your child’s writing and stories. Ask questions, challenge them 
to develop their ideas and celebrate when they achieve an improved piece of writing. 

4 Model it 

There’s no better way to learn something than to see someone else doing it. Let your 
children see you writing, often. When writing is a normal part of your daily life, it will 
come more naturally to them. Anything goes: a simple shopping list, a letter to a 
friend or a thank you card. 

5 Exploit technology 

There’s no getting around the fact that technology plays a huge part in our lives. Use it 
to your advantage by having your child create a blog, send emails to family members, 
or visit websites that encourage writing. Give children opportunities to practice their 
typing skills too. 

6 Encourage journalling 

Keeping a diary is a great way to express thoughts and ideas. This encourages 
emotional literacy while also working on improving children’s writing skills. Ask 
children to pick a fun journal and encourage them to write in it as much as possible. 
Make it a part of their daily routine as this helps them to reflect on the day and 
perhaps share their joys and worries with you. 

7 Write letters  
Today, writing letters is a bit of a lost art. Encourage your child to write letters to 
friends or family members. Distant family members will especially love receiving 
handwritten letters and it’s a great way to work on improving writing skills. Pen-pals 
are also a fun idea, or you can even write letters to each other and leave them around 
the house to find. 

HAVE FUN! 
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4 A reminder of the concept of Fixed, Mixed and Growth Mindsets 

Practising 

and Applying 

Strategies 

You do not practise and avoid 
practising when you can. 

You do not have any 
strategies for accomplishing 
the learning goals or tasks, or 

you apply ineffective 
strategies. 

You practise but a big setback 
can make you quit. You are 

willing to practise things you are 
already considered “good at”. 
You are open to being given a 

strategy to meet a challenge, but 
you rarely apply your own 

strategies. 

You enjoy the process of practising 
and see it as part of the process of 

getting good at something. You 
may create your own practice or 
study plans. You fluidly use many 
strategies, think of some of your 
own strategies and ask others 

about their strategies. 


